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Abstract

Actions like the temporary workers’ tent village that took over Tokyo’s Hibiya park over the 2008/09 New
Year period highlight the contemporary conditions of neo-liberalism and the controversies surrounding it. The
‘dismantling of the social’ that occurs alongside globalization clearly demonstrates the realities of poverty and
exploitation. Alongside the spread of opposition to the demands of ‘bare life’, however, comes unlimited
censorship and surveillance.

At the very points of globalization’s fault-lines, there is a radicalization of political resistance around
culture. When critiques of neo-liberalism’s thesis of self-reliance are raised, or demands for de-commoditized
space outside of the inevitability of the market mechanism, these already function as misappropriated power
reinforcing the state. Confrontation just as confrontation can also obstruct the specific, stirring up hatred against
the permanently employed or the foreign, resulting in discrimination and exclusion, and masking the structural
problems of our present reality. This plenary serves as the keynote symposium of this year’s Cultural Typhoon.
It will be an opportunity to explore with all participants the cultural conditions of 2009, ask what is to be done

in terms of cultural politics, and look at what possibilities are open to us.
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Title

The Cultural Politics of Neo-liberal Competition among South Korean Youth

Abstract

With the 1997 Asian financial crisis the public sphere again began to atrophy because of the obsessive turn
toward neo-liberal policies as a way of reviving the economy. Survival in the face of global competition became
the shared goal of the nation and its people. Thinking “There is nothing to trust,” South Koreans spun
themselves into a veritable national sport: “Compete against everybody!” The key players in this “winner takes
all” mass game seem to be manager mothers and education consultants/teachers in the (after-school) private
education market. “Sun-Haeng-Kak-Sub” (or “Studying one Step Ahead”) is a system of extra-curricular

schooling for children from birth through high school (that is covering regular school curriculum in advance in




the private after school market). Along with the struggle of college students to meet the “Spec”
(“specifications,” i.e., the qualifications for getting a job in a major company) and the continuing study of
post-graduates for qualification exams in isolated “one rooms” (tiny study rooms for rent) in the “Cram
District”, this has become the regular trajectory of the ordinary life course of South Korean youth. “Bang Sal-i”
(a precarious One-Room-Life) is becoming the dominant lifestyle which can be counted as the cause as well
as the consequence of intensified neo-liberal competition in South Korea in the first decade of the millennium.
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Panelist 2 Toshimaru Ogura (Toyama University)
Title Beyond Surveillance and Censorship
Abstract How are the realities of labour and consumption changing with globalization? While we may be seeing the
beginning of the failure of the traditional mutual systems of regulation that administer the superpowers through
things like the G8, how possible is a model of consent and regulation based on a border-crossing popular mass
from below? Based on experiences of confronting head on the control and violence of globalization, | will
further consider the present realities of censorship and surveillance in Asia.
Panelist 3 Minoru Iwasaki (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
Title Swarm: Cultural Typhoon and the new Possibility of Collectivity
Abstract With Cultural Typhoon adopting the keyword ‘Swarm’, | want to explore possible new ways of thinking

about collectivity. Within cultural politics, what are we answerable for, and what possibilities for connection and
critique are open to us? Once again let us raise the question of a deeper engagement with the meaning of "to get

together."




